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the continuance of the new Republic, for the per-
manence of the lately inaugurated era of u Liberty,"
that the rising in Ireland should be repressed, and
now the men selected for service there refused to go
across the sea, accusing the government of having
chosen all who were known to be opposed to them.
But the growing spirit of mutiny was sternly re-
pressed by Fairfax and Cromwell, the ringleaders
were shot, and, despite one or two isolated outbreaks,
order was quickly restored. A few officers were put
to death, the men submitted and were pardoned, and
the bulk of the Army was henceforth faithful. A
strong and \<rell-equipped force was prepared for the
conquest of Ireland, and the command was given
to the -only possible general, Cromwell, who was
appointed Lord Lieutenant by the Parliament.

He had no easy task to perform. Since the Irish
rebellion had begun eight years before, the condition
of that island had been one of the most complete
anarchy, and each of the three parties was engaged
in open warfare with the other two. The Duke of
Ormond, as the royal representative, had commanded
a small English force in or near Dublin, but the
king had withdrawn the best of his soldiers, and,
being left at the mercy of the rebels, he had handed
over the capital to Colonel Jones, a Parliamentarian.
That officer, who had brought but a scanty body of
troops with him, heroically maintained a doubtful
struggle against vastly superior numbers. Mean-
while the Catholics were ruled by a Papal Nuncio,
and since their negotiations with Charles had proved
abortive, were contending for complete independence.